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BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS

By Michael Parkinson

I n his “Plea for Religious
Liberty,” Roger
Williams, founder of

Rhode Island, wrote that “to
molest any person, Jew or
Gentile, for either profess-
ing doctrine, or practicing
worship merely religious or
spiritual, it is to persecute
him, and such a person
(whatever his doctrine or
practice be, true or false)
suffereth persecution for
conscience.”    

A few years later, the
Catholic colony of Mary-
land passed its Act of Toler-
ation, making it illegal to
compel “the conscience in
matters of Religion.” Similar
sentiments prevailed in the
other American colonies.   

By the time of American
independence, the right to
freedom of conscience in
matters of religion had be-
came commonplace in leg-
islative enactments. 

The most famous enact-
ment was in the Virginia Bill
of Rights of 1776, which de-
clared:

“That Religion, or the
Duty which we owe to our
Creator, and the Manner of
discharging it, can be direct-
ed only by Reason and Con-
viction, not by Force or Vio-
lence; and therefore all Men

are equally entitled to the
free exercise of Religion, ac-
cording to the Dictates of
Conscience, and that it is the
mutual Duty of all to prac-
tice Christian Forbearance,
Love and Charity towards
each other.” 

The Virginia Bill of Rights
became the model for the
First Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution, which begins
with the phrase:

“Congress shall make no
law respecting an establish-
ment of religion, or prohibit-
ing the free exercise thereof;
...”

The first clause of the
First Amendment, known as
the “Establishment Clause,”
prohibits the federal gov-
ernment from interfering in
the affairs of religious orga-
nizations. 

The second clause,
known as the “Free Exercise
Clause,” prohibits the feder-
al government from inter-
fering in the rights of the in-

dividual in the exercise of re-
ligious conscience.

The founders believed
that the freedom of religious
conscience was antecedent
to all civil governments, for
such freedoms, they be-
lieved, came directly from
God. 

“All men,” George Mason
said, “have an equal, natural
and unalienable right to the
free exercise of religion, ac-
cording to the dictates of
conscience.”     

The right was derived
from the sound moral prin-
ciple that no man can com-
pel another to sin.  

It mattered not, as Roger
Williams said, whether the
act in itself is or is not sinful,
but only that the person
being coerced believes it to
be an offense against God.   

For any government to
exercise coercion against an
individual in such circum-
stances was considered tan-
tamount to the government
placing itself between God
and man, which was
thought to be the height of
tyranny, in the classical
sense of that word.   

For this reason, George
Washington, in his letter to
the Hebrew Congregation of
Newport, said that liberty of
conscience was the foremost
right of all Americans “in the

exercise of their inherent
natural rights.” 

In the 20th century, it be-
came the view of commu-
nist, national socialist and
other totalitarian regimes
that religious freedom
should be restricted to the
right to “worship” in a reli-
gious service of one’s choice,
as long as the “worship” did
not threaten the interests of
the state. Such a notion is an-
tithetical to the historical
meaning of religious free-
dom.

As Thomas Jefferson reit-
erated in his Statute for Reli-
gious Freedom: “No man
shall be compelled to fre-
quent or support any reli-
gious worship, place, or
ministry, whatsoever, nor
shall be enforced, restrained,
molested, or burdened in his
body or goods, nor shall other-
wise suffer, on account of his re-
ligious opinions or belief ...”
(emphasis added.)   

“That to suffer,” he said,
“the civil magistrate to in-
trude his powers into the
field of opinion and to re-
strain the profession of prin-
ciples on supposition of
their ill tendency is a dan-
gerous fallacy, which at once
destroys religious liberty.”

Michael Parkinson is an at-
torney and a parishioner of St.
Ann, Lafayette.

Roots of religious liberty run deep in U.S.
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BUY, SELL, TRADE OR RENT WITH

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
FOR SALE

FOR SALE — Niche in our Lady
of Peace Cemetery, Indianapolis.
Paid $3,600. For Sale $2,500.
(317) 403-7080

Classified Advertising Forms
are available: on-line at:

www.thecatholicmoment.org
By e-mail:

cmckinney@dol-in.org

VACATION RENTAL

Looking for more customers?
Put your name and number in our

classified section for $12 a week! 

For more information or to
schedule an ad, contact Carolyn:
cmckinney@dol-in.org

BUSINESS SERVICES

LAKE FRONT HOUSE
3,000 sq. ft. w/Lge Deck, Dock on
Lake Webster – 5BR/5BA, 2 Bunk
Rms, AC, Lg Living Area, Wash/
Dry, Cable, Can e-mail pictures
Call Bob 317-496-3200

GIFTS GIFTS

PROFLOWERS - Thrill Mom!
Enjoy 50 Percent Off the All the
Frills Bouquet $19.99. Plus take 20
percent off your order over $29! Go
to www.Proflowers.com/Amaze or
call 1-855-648-2568

SHARI’S BERRIES
Order  Mouthwatering Gifts for
Mother`s Day! SAVE 20 percent on
qualifying gifts over $29! Fresh
Dipped Berries starting at $19.99!
Visit www.berries.com/happy or
Call 1-888-714-2969
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They, like Peter, say, “Oh,
how nice it is to be here all
together,” but “don’t bother
us.”

“We want the Holy Spirit
to sleep,” he said. “We want
to domesticate the Holy
Spirit, and that just won’t do
because he is God and he is
that breeze that comes and
goes, and you don’t know
from where.”

The Holy Spirit is God’s
strength, the pope said. The
Holy Spirit “gives us conso-
lation and the strength to
move forward,” and the
moving forward part is what
can be a bother.

People think it’s better to
be comfortable, but that is
not what the fire of the Holy
Spirit brings, Pope Francis
said.

While Catholics today
may be more comfortable
speaking about the Holy

Spirit than they were 50
years ago, it doesn’t mean
the temptation to tame the
Spirit has diminished, he
said.

Pope Francis said reac-
tions to the Second Vatican
Council are a prime exam-
ple.

“The council was a beau-
tiful work of the Holy Spir-
it,” he said. “But after 50
years, have we done every-
thing the Holy Spirit in the
council told us to do?”

The pope asked if
Catholics have opened
themselves to “that continu-
ity of the Church’s growth”
that the council signified.
The answer, he said, is “no.”

Catholics seemed willing
to celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of the council’s opening
in 1962, he said, but they
want to do so by “building a
monument” rather than by
changing anything.

At the same time, Pope

Francis said, “there are voic-
es saying we should go back.
This is called being hard-
headed, this is called want-
ing to domesticate the Holy
Spirit, this is called becom-
ing ‘foolish and slow of
heart,’” like the disappoint-
ed disciples on the road to
Emmaus.

The same phenomenon
can be at work in Christians’
personal lives, he said. “The
Holy Spirit pushes us” to
live the Gospel more seri-
ously, but resistance is often
one’s reply.

Pope Francis ended his
homily encouraging every-
one to pray for docility to the
Holy Spirit, “to that Spirit
who comes to us and urges
us forward on the path to
holiness.”

To hear more of Pope
Francis’ messages, visit
www.vatican.va.

Pope urges fully living Vatican II teachings

HARTFORD CITY —
“What’s Next, Lord?,” a
Pentecost retreat facilitat-
ed by Patrick Cleary-
Burns, is coming to John
XXIII Retreat Center on
May 16.  

This retreat will help
participants to prepare
for Pentecost and be-
yond.

A nationally known re-
treat facilitator and spiri-
tual director, Cleary-
Burns presented here on
St. Patrick’s Day 2012 to
an overflow crowd. He is
a graduate of the Ignatian
Spirituality Institute at
John Carroll University,
holds a bachelor’s degree
in theology and a mas-
ter’s in pastoral ministry
from Boston College. He
is on the faculty of the
School of Spiritual Direc-
tion in Pecos, N.M. 

Registration for the re-
treat is requested by May
10. Call 888-882-1391 or
e-mail john23rd@sbc
global.net.  

For more information
about Patrick Cleary-
Burns, visit www.pat
clearyburns.net.
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